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24 February 2011 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Messages of Support from New Zealand’s Royal Family for Canterbury 

 

 

Monarchy New Zealand welcomes the timely and heartfelt messages of support from New 

Zealand’s Royal Family.  We welcome the support and encouragement that our Head of 

State, and her family, bring to Cantabrians, our members, and New Zealanders as a whole. 

 

Queen Elizabeth II  

“I have been utterly shocked by the news of another earthquake in Christchurch.  Please 

convey my deep sympathy to the families and friends of those who have been killed; my 

thoughts are with all those who have been affected by this dreadful event.  My thoughts 

are also with the emergency services and everyone who is assisting in the rescue efforts.” 

 

Prince Charles 

“My wife and I were horrified when we heard the news early this morning of a second 

major earthquake to hit an already damaged Christchurch.  The scale of the destruction all 

but defies belief when we can appreciate only too well how difficult it must have been 

struggling to come to terms with last year’s horror. 

At such a terrible time I realize that these words count for very little, but I did so want you 

to know immediately just how much we feel for all the families and friends of those who 

have so tragically lost their lives or are still missing. Our deepest sympathy and constant 

thoughts are with you and all New Zealanders at such an agonizing time for the whole 

country.” 
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Prince William 

“I was truly saddened to learn of the horrendous loss of life and damage that another 

earthquake has brought to the people of Christchurch. I join The Queen and The Prince of 

Wales in sending my deepest condolences and sympathy to those affected by this tragedy. 

I do so admire the bravery and commitment of all Cantabrians, particularly all those who, 

at this time, are working so hard to save the lives of others. It is particularly cruel that your 

famed resolve and strength are being tested yet again.” 

 

For more information please contact: 

Simon O’Connor 

Chairperson 

e. chairperson@monarchy.org.nz 

c. 027 465 5874 

Sean Palmer 

Vice-Chairperson 

e. media@monarchy.org.nz 

c. 021 922 144  
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