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Editorial  
 

In May, Monarchy New Zealand ôs Annual 
General Meeting will be the tenth over which 
I have presided as Chairman. It will also be my 
last. I have accepted a ppointment as head of 
the law school of Aberystwyth University in 
Wales, and I will be moving to the United 
Kingdom in July.  I am sorry to be retiring  
from the leadership of Monarchy New 
Zealand, but am confident that I am leaving 
the organisation in good heart.  
 
Over the past ten years there have been too 
many events, great and small, to canvas in 
this editorial. The monarchy remains 
constant, but political figures , and media 
trends,  come and go. Some things remain 
constant, including the monarchy ï and 
opposition to it. We need to accept that 
there will always be opponents of any 
political system, just as the majority of the 
people will support it.  
 
Ironically , ten years ago the maiden speech of 
Green party MP Keith Locke  introduced to  us 
to his personal  obsession with  replacing  the 
monarchy , irrespective of the opinion of the 
majority of the people of this country . This 
obsession bore fruit in his Head of State Bill, 
introduced this year into Parliament , after 
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nearly a decade in the wings, but rejected a t 
its first reading by MPs . 
 
In his maiden speech , Locke argue d that it 
was time for New Zealand to ñBreak free of 
the British Crownò ï an idea that seem ed to 
suggest that New Zealand was in some way 
still a colony. He complained that ñbowing 
before the Br itish Queen reflects a colonial 
mentalityò. If he were to understand that the 
Queen is Queen of New Zealand , he need 
have seen no difficulty.  
 
Unfortunately this distinction was not 
apparent to him , blinded as he was by his 
narrow perspective . It was inte resting that his 
speech was received with general 
bemusement by members of Parliament, the 
majority of whom, we might assume, thought 
that it was making a major issue out of 
something that was of little interest to the 
great majority of people.  
 
Mr Locke also called the monarchy a ñfeudal 
relicò, as ñnobody should rule because of an 
accident of birthò. While  he acknowledged 
that the monarchy d id not have a lot of 
power , this really missed the point. It is not 
the power exercised by the Crown that is 
importa nt; it is the power that itôs existence 
denied to politicians .  
 
The crowning absurdity of Mr Locke ôs 
argument was his assertion that New 
Zealanders ñshould act and think for 
themselves, and not do anything just to get 
brownie points from other governments ò. 
Was he implying that New Zealand  remained  
a monarchy to please the British (or some 
other) Government? We are a monarchy 
because the majority of people recognise that 
this is the best form of government for us, 
and because it is part of our heritage.  If  we 
wanted to do so we could change; but why 
do so? 
 
After languishing for many years, Locke ôs Bill 
was drawn out of the ballot (a device to 
allow some private member ôs Bills to be 
introduced into Parliament ). The Head of 
State Bill was portrayed as a meas ure to 
provide for a referendum to ignite debate on 
the monarchy. But it was both badly drafted 
and ill -conceived, not least in putting the cart 

before the horse; wouldnôt it be better to ask 
whether we wanted to seriously discuss the 
future of the monarch y before holding a 
referendum?   
 
If Mr Locke and his confederates wish to 
advocate a New Zealand republic, they are 
free to do so. But they should do their 
homework first, nor should they force us to 
hold a referendum when the great majority 
of people do n ot want one .  I donôt doubt Mr 
Lockeôs sincerity ï and indeed personal 
attacks upon him are inappropriate in an 
open and free society ï but his judgement 
may be questioned.  
 
Lockeôs Bill fared as we might have expected 
(see pg. 4).  The danger to the monar chy lies 
not in such initiatives, for they are unlikely to 
succeed. It lies in the complacency of the 
majority, and those who might be expected 
to be its  natural supporters . They speak of 
the ñinevitabilityò of a republic, or silently 
stand by when the sys tem is threatened or 
weakened by politicians and others intent on 
self-aggrandisement.  We must remind the 
majority, as well as the political elite, of the 
value and merit of our great constitution.  
 
I invite you all, whatever your political 
conviction, to unite in thankful appreciation  
of the life of Her Majesty The Queen, and of 
the Royal Family. Let us hope and pray that 
this country has the collective wisdom to 
always recognise the true value of our 
monarchy.  
 

Professor Noel Cox 
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Around Aotearoa  
 

Princess Anneôs Visit  
 
Unbeknownst to most of New Zealand, 
Princess Anne, the Queenôs only daughter, 
took a short vacation in Auckland this past 
March.  Details of the trip  are hard to come 
by. While  it is known that the  private visit 
was partly a holiday , the princess also 
attended a function to mark the launch of 
New Zealandôs branch of Save the Children . 
(She has been president of that foundation 
since 1970.) She also had dinner with His 
Worship  the  Mayor  of Auckland , John Banks. 

 
Hopefully Princess Anne will return to New 
Zealand in the near future.  A little advanced 
notice from the government would be nice.  
As Prince William amply demonstrated, royal 
attention is good for kiwi tourism.  
 
 

Anzac Day 
 
The Governor General  and Commander -in-
Chief of New Zeala nd, Sir Anand Sataynand 
and his wife Susan Lady Satyanand, attended 
two official functions for ANZAC Day.  The 
first was the dawn service at the Wellington 
Cenotaph where Sir Anand laid a wreath of 
remembrance on behalf of all New 
Zealanders. Later in the d ay, the Governor 
General gave his ANZAC Day address at the 
National War Memorial.  (See pg. 11) 

 
The actions of the Governor General on this 
day are extremely important as the 
representative of New Zealandôs Queen 
Elizabeth ï who is both Head of State, and 
head of the Armed Forces.  
 

Government House Renovations  
 
Government House Wellington, the official 
residence of the Queen of New Zealand, and 
her representative the Governor General, 
closed in 2008 for extensive renovations and 
conservation work.  It will n ot  reopen until 
the latter half of 2011.  
 
The considerable work being undertaken on 
the 12ha property  includes structural repairs 
including a new, desperately -needed roof.  
The modifications will also include a return to 
the buildings original colour schem e and the 
installation of environmentally sustainable 
features.  
 
Throughout the course of the work, the 
Governor -General lives at Vogel House in 
Lower Hutt . 

 

Head of State Referenda Bill 
Defeated  
 
Monarchy New Zealand took an active part in 
the debate ov er Keith Lockeôs Private 
Memberôs Bill. We provided information and 
support to numerous members of parliament.  
The debate took place in the House on 21 
April 2010 and was quickly and soundly 
defeated.  
 

Princess Anne is Colonel-in-Chief of the Royal New 
Zealand Corps of Signals and of the Royal New Zealand 
Army Nursing Corps. 

Government House covered in scaffolding while 
restoration and conservation work is undertaken, March 
2010. 
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We are pleased that this distraction is finally 
off th e governmentôs agenda, and that 
Members of Parliament can finally return to 
the work kiwis are actually concerned about.  
 
The arguments put forward by those in 
favour of the bill were antiquated and far 
from compelling.  At times supporters seemed 
to be arg uing from a 19 th  century colonial 
perspective with no regard for New Zealandôs 
present day political reality.   
 
Any suggestion of abandoning the best form 
of government in the world for an unknown, 
untested system requires much more effort 
and consideratio n by its advocates.  
 
Video of the debate is available at:  
http://www.inthehouse.co.nz/video_archive  

 

Gift to New Zealand - Royal Inkwell  

The opening of the new Supreme Court 
building by Prince Wi lliam in January was 
further marked by the presentation of an 
early eighteenth century silver inkwell, from  
the British Privy Council Office. It was made 
for Queen Anne in 1702, and was used at 
meetings of the Judicial Committee.  
 
Two inkwells were used d uring hearings, and 
the presentation of one of these to the 
Supreme Court emphasised the continuity 
between the Judicial Committee of the Privy 
Council and the Supreme Court  of New 
Zealand. 
 

84 Years Young  

 
Monarchy New Zealand wishes the Queen a 
happy 8 4th birthday.  Technically, she will not 
turn 84 in New 
Zealand until her 
official birthday on 
June 7. Buckingham 
palace released 
several previously 
unseen photos and 
videos to mark the 
Queenôs birthday. 
Some of these 
photos were taken 
while her parents 
wer e visiting New 
Zealand.  

 
Queenôs 
Birthday Service  
 

The Vicar of the Parish of Takapuna, the 
Revôd Jayson Rhodes, in conjunction with 
Monarch y New Zealand , will hold the annual 
Queenôs Birthday Service at St Peterôs Church, 
Killarney Street, Takapuna, on S unday 6th  
June.  
 
The Service, which commences at 10 am, will 
be followed by refreshments in the adjoining 
St Peterôs Church hall.  
 
Local members of our organisation  are 
encouraged to attend the Service, and join in 
marking this annual royal occasion. Mem bers 
living outside the North Shore are again 
reminded that they should encourage their 

The British Privy Council has given an historic royal 

inkwell to the Supreme Court of New Zealand. 

Keith Locke MP, affirms his allegiance to the Queen of 

New Zealand before taking his seat in parliament in 

2008. The future Queen Elizabeth 

II at the age of 6 months. 

http://www.inthehouse.co.nz/video_archive
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local churches mark The Queen ôs official 
birthday.  

 
 
Annual General Meeting  
 
The 2010 Annual General Meeting of 
Monarchy New Zealand  will be held at 2 pm 
on Sunday 23 May 2010, at the Leys Institute 
Hall ï Lecture Room , 20 St Marys Road, 
Ponsonby, Auckland .  
 
Candidates are now being sought for election 
to the Council and for office holders. 
Nominations, which are to be in writing, 
signed by the nominee and another memb er 
of the League, should be received by an 
officer at least three working days prior to 
the Annual General Meeting.  
 
The Secretary can arrange for nominations to 
be signed where a member does not have 
ready contact with another member. 
Nominations will al so be sought from the 
floor.  
 
 

In the Other Realms  
 
The Bahamas 
 
The Queen appointed a 
new Governor General for 
the Bahamas on the 
advice of the Bahamian 
Prime Ministe r. Sir Arthur 
Foulkes was installed 14 
April  as the Bahamasô 8th  
Governor General sin ce 
independence.  
 
Canada 
 
On 8 April 2010 , the Governor -General of 
Canada appointed a new  Lieutenant 
Governor for the province of Alberta . Colonel 
Donald Ethell is one of Canadaôs most 
decorated soldiers . He is a veteran of 14 
international peacekeeping mi ssions and was 
also deployed by the United Nations to 
provide reconnaissance for the Arias Peace 
Plan. He will be  Albertaôs 17th  viceregal 
representative.  

United Kingdom  
 
On 6 April, the Queen agreed to Prime 
Minister Gordon Brownôs request for a 
dissoluti on of the British Parliament.  The 
election w ill be  held on 6 May.  The Queen 
will formally open the new Parliament on 25 
May.  

  
Camilla, Duchess of 
Cornwall and wife of 
Prince Charles, broke 
her left leg while 
walking in the hills 
of Scotland.  Despite 
the  injury , which 
requires a plaster 
cast, she has 
promised to carry 
out all of her official 
engagements . This is 
yet another example 
of royal dedication 

to the public.  

 
 
 
 
 

Whatôs in a 
Name? 
King Country is a region of the western North 
Island named for the  area where the MŌori 
Kingitangi Movement  arose. This movement 
was founded  by the Maori King Tawhiao  and 
flourished in the 1860s.  The MŌori monarchy 
is still based in this region today.  

Sir Arthur Foulkes 

Royals on wheels! 
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The Restoration ï 350 Years 
Later  
 
The 8 May  2010 is the 350th  annive rsary of 
the end of the Cromwellian dictatorship . 
With the death of the ñLord Protectorò Oliver 
Cromwell, and the  resignation of his son, 
Richard, the path was paved for the 
reestablishment of the monarchy.   
 
The monarchy that was restored three and a 
half  centuries ago has been borrowed by 
dozens of other nations  around the world  
since then . Indeed, no monarchy has ever 
been shared  by so many sovereign countries, 
or by so many people.  When Charles II 
returned to his throne he could never have 
imagined that  his decedents would one day 
wear the crowns of  34 nations from Antigua 
& Barbuda to Uganda , from Malta to New 
Zealand.  
 
The restoration was an English (and Scottish) 
event in so far as it was an internal matter for 
that nation to resolve.  However, over ti me it 
has become an international event . Through 
the lens of history  it is possible to see that  the 
restoration created r ipples that  circled the 
globe and eventually reached the shores of 
New Zealand . Thus, in a way, o ne of the 
foundation stones of New Zea landôs 

democracy and history was laid on that April 
day. 
 
Keeping with the restoration theme, o ne of 
our readerôs has kindly provided th e 
following article .  
 
The Development of Coinage under Charles 
IIôs Reign: 
 
Just as arts and science flourished under t he 
restored monarchy, so did the art of coin -
making. The introduction of mechanised 
processes resulted in coins gaining a more 
modern look with screw presses replacing 
hand -hammering in the minting process. 
There were also major changes in coin design. 
Britannia (modelled on Frances Teresa Stuart 
ï later Duchess of Richmond) first appeared 
on British coinage in 1672 with her image 
gracing the new copper halfpennies and 
farthings.  
 
Another innovation was the addition of edge 
lettering 
ñDECUS ET 
TUTAMENò, an 
inscription still 
used on the 
modern £1 
coin. The 
wording 
meaning ñan 
ornament and 
a safeguardò 
was suggested 
by Samuel 
Pepys and can 
be traced back 
to a line in Virgil ôs Aeneid. The gold guinea 
coin (named after the Guinea Coast where 
the gold was sou rced) was also introduced 
during His Majesty ôs reign.  
 
Of course, the information in the previous 
two paragraphs should be of no surprise to 
readers of this magazine ï we know that arts, 
science and innovation flourish under a stable 
parliamentary constitu tional monarchy.  
 

Stephen Brewster  
 

This lettering was intended to make 

counterfeiting coins more difficult, 

but it also describes the role of a 

constitutional monarch very well! 

Charles II was restored to the thrones of England, 

Scotland, and Ireland in 1660. In the centuries to come 

his descendents would occupy 10 times as many 

thrones.  


